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In loving remembrance

JROTC students decorate veterans' graves with flags

by Samieh Shalash

	



(Sun photo by James Mann) George Rogers Clark High School Junior ROTC member Desiree Taulbee records the name and the branch of military service of a veteran from a headstone in the Winchester Cemetery this week.
	 

	 
	

	


(Sun photo by James Mann) Zack Banks places an American flag at the grave of a veteran while Alicia Mayabb records the information from the headstone at the Winchester Cemetery. They are members of the GRCHS Junior ROTC.
	 

	 
	


This year, there will be one already planted at his grave when she gets there.About 20 Junior ROTC students from George Rogers Clark High School spent their day off from school Tuesday at the Winchester Cemetery, marking veteran graves with flags. 

Lt. Col. Brett Morris, JROTC instructor, said the cemetery bought 2,000 for the project, which his students began placing at graves of servicemen and women at 9 Tuesday morning. 

By noon, they'd found and marked about 400 graves with the little flags, which rustled in the breeze of a fabulous May afternoon. 

"Our goal is to get as many today until we exhaust them and their ability to do it," Morris said. 

That point came at about 4 p.m., when they'd put out 1,154. Morris said they'll return Friday to place the rest. 

Senior Terah Abney, who helped plan the project, said her Service Learning class at GRC took pictures of various graves at the cemetery prior to Tuesday so they could learn how to identify those of veterans. 

Some were dated to the Civil War, she said, and although older or crumbling, were identifiable by engraved symbols of their service. 

"Today we found at least a few in every row we've been in," she said. 

Gabbard was pleasantly surprised to see a flag when she visited the cemetery to water flowers at her husband's grave. 

"I don't know who's doing this, but it certainly is nice," she said, before spotting Morris with his crew of JROTC students, and thanking them. 

Her daughter, Carolyn Fugate, was equally pleased. 

"It's wonderful," she said. "I'm impressed that the students are out here doing this."
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